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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, GT, UK, BH, MX 

SUBJECT: BELIZE DISPUTE: GUATEMALAN REACTION TO 
CALLAGHAN'S NOTE 

1. UK EMBASSY'S DAVID WALKER TOLD ARA/CEN TODAY THAT GOG 
FOREIGN MINISTRY HAD RESPONDED TO FOREIGN SECRETARY CAL- 
LAGHAN'S NOTE. FOREIGN MINISTRY TOLD HMG CONSUL MCQUILLAN 
THAT GOG WELCOMED THE UK INITIATIVE TO RESUME NEGOTIATIONS 
BUT REQUESTED THAT THE ROWLAND VISIT BE CONFIDENTIAL AND 
UNPUBLICIZED, AT LEAST UNTIL AFTER THE MEETING TAKES PLACE. 

2. ACCORDING TO WALKER FOREIGN OFFICE HAS DECIDED TO GO 
ALONG WITH THE GUATEMALAN REQUEST TO KEEP ROWLAND'S VISIT 
CONFIDENTIAL. WALKER READ FROM A FCO TELEGRAM WHICH COM- 
MENTED THAT KEEPING THE VISIT QUIET WILL BE AWKWARD AS AN 
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THAT ROWLAND WILL BE GOING TO SURINAM, MEXICO, AND BELIZE. 
FCO CERTAIN THE QUESTION WILL BE ASKED AS TO WHY ROWLAND 
IS NOT GOING TO GUATEMALA. BRITISH INTEND ATTEMPT TO 
DODGE THE ISSUE FOR AWHILE BUT ARE INSTRUCTING MCQUILLAN 
TO TELL THE GUATEMALANS THAT ROWLAND S VISIT CANNOT RE- 
MAIN CONFIDENTIAL FOR ANY LENGTH OF TIME. 

3. RECALLING THAT CALLAGHAN HAD WRITTEN TO SECRETARY 
THAT IVOR RICHARD WOULD ANNOUNCE ROWLAND VISIT TO GUATE- 
MALA IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING PASSAGE OF UK RESOLUTION, 
WALKER INQUIRED HOW DEPT. WOULD VIEW OMISSION OF THIS FROM 
RICHARD S STATEMENT. WE REPLIED THAT SINCE GOG HAD RE- 
QUESTED THAT ROWLAND VISIT BE KEPTUIET WE HAD NO REASON 
TO INSIST OTHERWISE BUT WE HOPED THAT RICHARD WOULD STILL 
MAKE STATEMENT RE UK'S INTENTION TO RESUME NEGOTIATIONS. 
KISSINGER 
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